[Release of steroid hormones in vitro by ovarian follicles of various degrees of maturity in hens and cows].
The growth of ovary follicules was accompanied by a considerable decrease in the secretion of progesterone, testosterone and estradiol, as well as by a decrease of the estradiol share in total hormone production,--both in hens and in cows. The hens also revealed a decrease of the testosterone share and an increase of the progesterone share in total hormone production. the data obtained suggest a functional atresia of the ovary follicules in hens as well as in mammals. the hen mature follicules, however, differ from those of mammals in that the progesterone secretion is higher in them as compared with other steroids, the progesterone being the main ovulatory hormone in birds.